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IN SENATE 

OF 

THE UNITED STATES, 

January 20,1818. 

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
John Peters and Sabin Pond,- 

REPORT: 
That the petitioners were owners of the brig Romulus, a vessel 

of the United States, which, in February, 1813, they were induced to 
put under the Swedish flag, to elude the British cruisers. The said brig 
was cleared at the custom house at Boston, in March of the same year, 
for Lisbon, under the name of Anna, or Anno Reuben, Aewcomb, 
master, in whose charge said vessel sailed. Her neutral character 
prevented the owners appearing as such, on any of her papers, and 
they were thus unable to give said Newcomb any written instructions, 
as in case of search, it might have disclosed her real character. At Lis¬ 
bon the said Newcomb changed his flag, for that of Portugal: she 
proceeded on her return voyage to Amelia island, with about forty 
packages of valuable merchandise on board, and made the harbor of 
Savannah in February, 1814. On the day after her arrival, the said 
Newcomb proceeded to unlade the cargo in a secrect and unlawful 
manner, in violation of the trust the petitioners had reposed in him, 
and neither advising them of his arrival nor intentions. The said 
vessel and cargo was seized, decreed, forfeited, and distributed accor¬ 
ding to law. The petitioners alledge they had no communication 
with Newcomb, after he sailed from Boston, as aforesaid, until they 
saw the fate of their vessel and merchandise in a Savannah paper. 
They wrere thus precluded from applying for the equitable relief 
provided by law, in such cases- They wrote immediately to New¬ 
comb, desiring an explanation of his conduct, but have never received 
an answer. Newcomb has since withdrawn his family from Boston 
without appearing himself, lie appears oil the report of tht* Secieta- 
ry of the Treasury, made to the Senate on the 31st December last, 
as an informer against a part of the merchandise, for which he re¬ 
ceived 500 dollars. The petitioners have subsequently petitioned 
the Secretary of the Treasury for relief, a copy of which is printed 
with the beforementioned report; but the forfeiture having: vested 
the case was not within his control. Testimony has been produced 
to the committee, that the characters of the petitioners as merchants 
and as men, are unexceptionable. A letter received by the commit¬ 
tee from the Secretary, and i certificate of the Swedish vice consul at 
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Boston, the latter going to prove the ownership of the petitioners, is 
herewith-reported: the petitioners pray that the moiety of the for¬ 
feiture paid into the Treasury, may be restored to them, amounting 
to dollars, 17,822 45. 

The obscurity in which the facts connected with this transaction, 
are involved from the want of a summary inquiry according to law, 
before the distribution of? the proceeds of the vessel and cargo was 
had, and the inconvenience that would result from a release by law of 
owners, from the responsibilities they lie under for the conduct of 
their agents, induces the committee to believe that it would be inexpe¬ 
dient to grant relief in this case. They therefore submit the follow¬ 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their pe¬ 
tition. 
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